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For the performance in Brisbane

Cory S. Hills (United States of America)
A graduate of Northwestern University (Bachelors of percussion performance and music education) and the Queensland Conservatorium (Masters of percussion performance), Cory’s principal teachers include Michael Burritt, James Ross, Vanessa Tomlinson, Anders Astrand, Ruben Alvarez, Joel Spencer, and Paul Wertico.  Cory has performed as a section member with the National Symphony Orchestra and the Queensland Orchestra, as a soloist with the Northwestern University Percussion Ensemble, as a section member and soloist with the United States Army Band, and was a finalist for the off Broadway musical STOMP.  Currently, Cory is creating shows for sick and disadvantaged children that combine improvised solo percussion with vocal story telling.  Cory resides in Chicago, Illinois.
Liao Hai-Ting (Australia/Taiwan)
Hai-Ting began her musical studies at the age of 7 with the studies of piano and was admitted to a music immersion program at the age of 10 and began her studies of percussion. Kay graduated from Queensland Conservatorium in November 2004. 
During her studies, she has been the recipient of various awards including a Queensland Conservatorium Post Graduate Scholarship, a 1st prize in the Australian Percussion Eisteddfod Open Marimba Section 2003, 2nd prize in 2002.  She has been a recipient of awards in other sections including Open Multi-Percussion section and Open Duo section.  Her most recent award includes a grant from the Benetton Research and Development Communication Centre to take part in a Project at the Fabrica Institute in Italy.  Aside from her solo activities, her duo with Paul Lin, was formed to explore the musical potentials of percussion duo.  
Hai-Ting has a keen interest in developing and promoting the percussion repertoire.  As an active member of Ba Da Boom Percussion Ensemble, Kay was involved in the Australian Premiere of Steve Reich’s Music for 18 Musicians.  She has also given several premiers with various ensembles. Her most recent engagements include her collaboration with Brisbane based contemporary music ensemble TOPOLOGY in the Steve Reich Mini-Marathon.
Joshua Hogan (Australia)
Joshua combines his diverse experience as a performer on percussion instruments with a keen interest in composition and research. To him, time, rhythm and texture are the three most important aspects of musical language that a percussionist speaks, independent of their instrumental technique. His current area of interest is the special relationship that the voice and spoken language shares with percussion traditions from all over the world, and how these can be applied to his percussion music. The sound of the human voice provides the artist-percussionist with a language that is at once rich in its sonic and rhythmic diversity, yet as familiar and natural to the ear as a spoken mother tongue. He maintains a keen interest in improvising in a diversity of contexts on percussion instruments. Within a classical context, he has been awarded several Australian percussion prizes, and performed as both a soloist and section player with the West Australian Symphony Orchestra, as well as section percussion positions in the Australian Youth Orchestra and Melbourne Symphony Orchestra. In 2003, he received a Bachelor of music with honours degree from the University of Western Australia, under the tutelage of Vanessa Tomlinson and Tim White.
William Barton (Australia)
William Barton is the leading didgeridoo soloist performing extensively with major orchestras and artists overseas and throughout Australia and recording and commissioning new works for the instrument. He is a descendant of the Kalkadunga people of  North Western Queensland and began learning the didgeridoo at age eight. He is Australia's first didgeridoo artist in residence with the Queensland Orchestra. In 2003 William was co-winner of the Music council of Australia/Freedman Foundation Fellowship for Classical Music and in 2004 received the Lord Mayors Fellowship for Young and emerging Artist to pursue private theory tuition at the Queensland Conservatorium - Brisbane. Always in 2003 he collaborated with composer and conductor Sean O'Boyle to write the “Concerto for Didgeridoo”, that has already been performed overseas including America and most recently, a tour to Taiwan with the Brisbane Symphonic Band. Highlights include: Performances in Australia and internationally of revised works by Peter Sculthorpe, ARIA Award nomination for Best Classical Album 2004 ABC Classics recording “Songs of Sea and Sky” Peter Sculthorpe – Queensland Orchestra conducted by Michael Christie and work with composer conducter – Sean O'Boyle He will debut with the London Philharmonic in May 2005.

www.didgesphere.com
